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ARTS AND CREATIVITY STRENGTHEN NEVADA 

WHY DO THE ARTS MATTER? 

Arts and creativity make us 
stronger—as individuals, families, 
communities, Nevadans and as a 
country. They are a backbone of 
innovation, prosperity, and thriving 
people and places. Public funding 
for arts and creativity is a 
high-return investment that 
benefits every Nevadan in every 
city, town and rural community 
statewide. 
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WHY DO THE ARTS MATTER? 

ECONOMY
Arts and creativity are a Nevada 
economic engine. They provide 
people with the foundation for 
creativity, equipping an innovative 
workforce, generating new ideas in 
every field, and keeping our state 
nationally and globally competitive. 
Arts and creativity strengthen 
economic health by creating jobs in 
multiple industries, driving tourism, 
and providing opportunities for 
young people. Arts and Culture Value Added in Nevada ranks 

2nd among Companies and Sectors

U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis reports arts 
and creativity production contributed

$10,657,409,000
and is 6% of Nevada’s GDP

contributing to 

53,120 JOBS



ARTS AND CREATIVITY STRENGTHEN NEVADA 

WHY DO THE ARTS MATTER? 

EDUCATION
Arts and creativity strengthen 
education. They set young people 
up for success, close the 
achievement gap and improve test 
scores. Arts and creativity spark 
human potential, promoting 
cognitive development and 
readiness to learn at every age. And 
they develop an innovative, globally 
competitive workforce by adding 
the key ingredient of creativity to 
STEAM education.
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COMMUNITIES
From rural towns to big cities, arts 
and creativity strengthen the fabric 
of Nevada’s communities. They 
celebrate local culture—both 
cherished and new 
traditions—telling stories of people 
and places. Arts and creativity 
promote connection and cohesion, 
foster the entrepreneurial spirit 
communities need to thrive, and 
create the kinds of communities 
where young people want to build 
families.
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WHY DO THE ARTS MATTER? 

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
Arts and creativity improve Nevadans’ 
health and well-being. They are one of 
the most effective treatments for 
trauma, depression and anxiety, 
including among our nation’s 
veterans. Arts and creativity reduce 
our susceptibility to stress-related 
diseases. And art therapies help to 
forestall Alzheimer’s and promote 
lifelong brain health. 



NEVADA ARTS COUNCIL FOCUS AREAS

STRATEGIC PLAN

ARTS EDUCATION - professional development 

opportunities for artists, teaching artists, school and 
school district leaders, community leaders, cultural 
leaders and other educators. Improving arts integration 
programs into our Pre-K-12 schools. 

ECONOMIC VITALITY - addressing the relief, 

recovery and sustainability for artists and arts 
organizations by creating opportunities, promoting 
cultural tourism, collaborating with business, developing 
and supporting creative districts in metro and rural 
communities, and cultural awareness and preservation. 

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES - collaborating with 

healthcare providers and partners to increase and 
support the understanding, value and use of the arts in 
the healing, quality of life initiatives, wellbeing, and 
aging of Nevada’s residents. 
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